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Friday, March 13, 2009 Continued

 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM Continued

Advocating for Change: Bringing All Advocacy Tools Together for Results

Jennifer Crow, Kansas Coalition for School Readiness; Larry Jacob, Dover Group, Kansas City 

This session will consist of an interactive presentation and workshop that helps participants create 
key messages, understand how to deliver those messages to key audiences, such as business 
leaders, public and media, and move from messaging to action through grassroots mobilization. 
Using Kansas experiences to illustrate lessons learned and political experience from numerous 
states, the facilitators will work with session participants to create practical and meaningful 
communications and outreach tools for their own communities.
> Room: Congressional A

Creating Sustainable Child Care and Early Education through Business Partnerships

Jerry Cutts and Barbara Epps, First Children’s Finance

It is no longer possible for many organizations to be sustainable without some creative financing 
and fundraising strategies. First Children’s Finance has developed and tested some effective 
models that bring private sector partners to help generate support for child care and early 
education. This workshop will provide a review of national models, specific strategies on engaging 
business leaders, and will make the link between private sector engagement and its contribution to 
sustainability through direct support and advocacy. Participants will learn innovative techniques to 
help them develop and expand effective business and community partnerships.
> Room: Concord/Lexington

Unionizing Home-Based Child Care Providers: An Update

Helen Blank, National Women’s Law Center 

The movement to organize family child care and unregulated providers is a recent, but rapidly 
growing trend. This session will cover new developments in the movement, as detailed in an 
update to the National Women’s Law Center report, Getting Organized: Unionizing Home-Based 
Child Care Providers.
> Room: Columbia C 

Lessons Learned From The Qualistar Rating and Improvement System Validation Study

Paula Neth, Qualistar Early Learning, Colorado 

This presentation will address the lessons learned from the recent Rand evaluation, which explored 
the effectiveness of the Qualistar Rating and Improvement System (QRIS). Learn the insights 
from the Rand evaluation and the implications for other states creating or evaluating their QRIS 
initiatives. Participants will also hear about the challenges an evaluation can create.
> Room: Congressional C/D
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Friday, March 13, 2009 Continued

 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM Continued

Cutting Through the Red Tape for Young Homeless Children

Brad Kramer, Horizons for Homeless Children, Massachusetts

This session provides an overview of the policy developed through collaboration between the 
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care and the Massachusetts Department of 
Transitional Assistance. The policy that was developed makes all homeless young children living 
in shelters automatically eligible for immediate access to early education and care subsidies.
> Room: Thornton Room C

   3:30 PM – 4:00 PM BREAK

 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM

General Sessions
The Pew Home Visitation Project

John Schlitt, The Pew Center on the States

This session will explore a new initiative launched by the Pew Center on the States to advocate for 
proven home visiting services for at-risk families, through support for state campaigns and federal 
policy changes. It will also support a research agenda designed to broaden the evidence base 
for home visiting, including an open competition for research grants. The initiative will operate 
alongside the Pew Center on the States’ other children’s campaigns--pre-kindergarten for all and 
improved access to dental care.  
> Room: Columbia B 

Web 2.0 for Nonprofit Organizations:  An Introduction

Heather Mansfield, DIOSA Communications

Web 2.0 and social networking Web sites are changing the way the world communicates online. 
This presentation will be offered as a webinar so participants can experience the benefits of Web 
2.0 first hand. Over the Internet, Heather Mansfield will introduce the most powerful of Web 2.0 
Web sites and dispel the myths about these sites that have kept some nonprofit organizations from 
embracing these new tools. Learn how Web 2.0 can help you reach more families and providers in 
an interactive way without having to spend money on transportation.
> Room: Valley Forge



2009 NACCRRA National Policy Symposium

page 16

Friday, March 13, 2009 Continued

 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM Continued

Delivering and Evaluating On-site Consultation in a 5-State Collaborative Study 

Donna Bryant, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute; Ivelisse Martinez-Beck, Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services; Marty Zaslow and Kathryn Tout, Child Trends 

This presentation will share findings from a 5-state evaluation of the Partnerships for Inclusion 
(PFI) model of on-site consultation for quality enhancement in family child care homes and centers. 
The session will include a description of the PFI model, its implementation with the consultant 
staff of 24 partner agencies, and provider, classroom and child outcomes. The study raises many 
questions about professional development. Discussion of the significant and non-significant 
findings will be encouraged.
> Room: Congressional A

New Developments in Subsidy Policy to Help Families Get and Keep Subsidies:  A 
Roundtable Discussion

Gina Adams, The Urban Institute

Join this roundtable discussion to discuss policy and implementation strategies that support 
families’ access to and retention of child care subsidies. This session will include a discussion and 
share research findings that provide insight into the kinds of policies and practices that can better 
support families.

> Room: Congressional B

Child Care Quality and Tax Credits:  Preliminary Research into the Effectiveness of 
Tax Credits in Encouraging the Use of High-Quality Child Care

Amy Matsui, National Women’s Law Center

High-quality child care is often unaffordable, especially for low and moderate-income families. 
Child and dependent care tax credits can help families offset their child care expenses. This 
workshop will present new research by the National Women’s Law Center regarding state child 
care tax credits in Arkansas, Vermont and Maine. The tax credit is intended to encourage families 
to use high-quality child care. The presentation will also discuss Louisiana’s new quality child care 
credits and recently introduced federal legislation that would increase the federal child care credit 
and make it fully refundable.

> Room: Congressional C/D
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Friday, March 13, 2009 Continued

 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM Continued

Building and Sustaining a Quality Early Childhood Education Workforce: Findings from 
the Florida Study

Phyllis Kalifeh, Rebecca Marcon, Beverly Esposito, Saralyn Grass, and Lynn Hartle, 
The Children’s Forum, Florida

Specialized training in early childhood coupled with technical assistance is an effective strategy for 
improving teacher knowledge, classroom quality and child outcomes. This session will present findings 
from the 3-year study in Florida aimed at improving teacher quality and teacher effectiveness through 
a professional development model. Both qualitative and quantitative findings from the Partners in 
Education and Research for Kindergarten Success project can inform future policy discussions and 
guide practice for building and sustaining a high-quality early care and education workforce.
> Room: Capitol Room A

What Implications Do Quality Rating and Improvement Systems Hold for Infant Toddler Care?

Kathie Boling, Zero to Three

Research and practice show us the importance of quality care for infants and toddlers. How can 
the needs of infants and toddlers be addressed in Quality Rating and Improvement Systems 
(QRIS)? Emerging issues include: defining quality, measuring quality, supporting quality, and 
QRIS for infants and toddlers within the larger early childhood system. Attention will focus on 
how to include quality criteria specific to infants and toddlers in QRIS systems.
> Room: Concord/Lexington

A New Child Care Vision — State-Level Advocacy and Policy Change

Helen Blank, National Women’s Law Center; Ann McCully, Minnesota CCR&R Network; Patty Siegel, 
California CCR&R Network 

Last year, a plenary session at NACCRRA focused on a collaborative vision of the future of child 
care that would provide funding and broad reforms necessary to ensure that more families have 
access to high-quality child care that promotes children’s early learning, supports parents at work 
and benefits the nation as a whole. This session will re-introduce participants to the vision and 
discuss strategies for states to help achieve components of the federal vision.

> Room: Capitol Room B

Pandemic–Flu Policy and CCR&R

Ralph Cordell, PhD, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

What is the role of CCR&Rs in working with local policymakers and child care providers around 
disease prevention? Closure of child care programs is included in federal community guidance 
for preventing severe pandemics. This would impact at least 4.5 million preschool children and 
550,000 caregivers affiliated with 117,000 regulated child care centers in the United States. What 
are your community’s child care policies for pandemic flu, annual flu or other illness outbreaks? 
What are the trends in this area?
> Room: Columbia C
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Friday, March 13, 2009 Continued

 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM Continued

Overcoming Zoning and Covenant Barriers to Family Child Care

Debbie Moore, Maryland Committee for Children 

Family child care providers who are in compliance with their state licensing regulations are being 
confronted with barriers created by local zoning laws and homeowners associations’ restrictive 
covenants. Policymakers need to recognize family child care as an essential component of the early 
care and education infrastructure and must plan to include child care in communities where it will 
be accessible to parents. Come and discuss the National Association for Family Child Care position 
statement on Zoning and Restrictive Covenants and how CCR&R might help providers in your 
state overcome local barriers.
> Room: Thornton Room C

Saturday, March 14, 2009

 8:30 AM – 11:30 AM

Closing Plenary
Are Vouchers an Effective Strategy for Financing Child Care?

Moderator: Marcy Whitebook, Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, University of 
California at Berkeley; Panelists: Rob Grunewald, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis; Sue Russell, 
Child Care Services Association, North Carolina; Mildred Warner, Department of City and Regional 
Planning, Cornell University 

Can vouchers be an effective financing strategy for child care – one that facilitates parental choice 
and supports children’s development and readiness for school? What does research tell us about 
the extent to which vouchers currently help families access care or contribute to (or undermine) 
the quality of care provided? Join national experts to examine these provocative questions. This 
plenary will provide a forum for discussing whether subsidy policy can be shaped to provide a 
successful solution to financing child care in America – or if a new strategy is needed as we look 
forward to new challenges and opportunities with a new Administration, a growing economic 
crisis impacting child care, and increasing public and political interest in child care issues.
> Room: Capitol Room


