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Appendix 2: Prekindergarten and Child Care 
Standards at a Glance
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2 
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3 
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
No domains 
addressed4 See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 18 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:9 Yes 1:18 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school 

diploma or GED
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
40 clock hours Yes 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Alabama Pre-Kindergarten Program Alabama Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

2% Total state population of children under age 5 299,377

Eligibility and access to program
No specific eligibility; any 4 
year old in a county that offers 
the program may attend

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 89,909

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
6.5 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

215,892

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers  1,995

Total state population of 4-year-olds 59,768 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early  
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide  

must have AA;  
At least one teacher 
in each classroom 

must have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA
Demonstrated 
competency in  

child care
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 20 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Alaska Pre-Kindergarten Program Alaska Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 9,711

Total state population of children under age 5 49,771

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 9,137

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

31,801

Number of licensed child care centers 221

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 17,189

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/  
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:15 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must  
have AA; At least  

one teacher in  
each classroom  
must have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

High School 
Diploma

No
High school 

diploma/GED & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
12 clock hours No 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

Arizona Early Childhood Block Grant Arizona Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

5% Total state population of children under age 5 480,491

Eligibility and access to program

4-year-old (as of September 
1) and family income is at or 
below 185% of the federal 
poverty level

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 123,789

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5-4 hours/day, 4 or 5 days/
week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

309,242

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 1,855

Total state population of 4-year-olds 93,118 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 177,637

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
Emotional, 
Physical4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 30 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:15 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA/BS 
for single 
classroom 

sites, AA/AS 
for multiple 

classroom sites

No
Enrolled in GED 

program
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually

60 clock hours 
for certified 

staff; 30 clock 
hours for others

Yes 10 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) Arkansas Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

21% Total state population of children under age 5 192,891

Eligibility and access to program
Children are eligible if they 
come from low-income families 
or if risk factors are present

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 66,247

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
7 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

146,431

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,096

Total state population of 4-year-olds 38,003 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 171,721

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 None No
No domains 
addressed4 See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum No limit No 15 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:8 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

CDA No
College credits 
& experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
105 clock hours  

over 5 years
Yes

No hours 
required

No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

California State Preschool Program California Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

11% Total state population of children under age 5 2,678,019

Eligibility and access to program

Children ages 3-5 who 
have experienced or are 
at risk for abuse, neglect, 
or exploitation or children 
from families with an income 
below 75% of the state 
median income 

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 595,847

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
3 hours/day (part-day) or  
6.5 hours/day (full-day), 5 
days/week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

1,691,613

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 11,054

Total state population of 4-year-olds 521,021 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 1,063,193

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.



Pre-K and Child Care Standards at a Glance  >> Fast Facts on Pre-K and Child Care

page 44

Colorado Preschool and Kindergarten Program Colorado Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

15% Total state population of children under age 5 341,069

Eligibility and access to program
4-year-olds who have one  
or more risk factors

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 73,554

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hrs/day, 4 days/week  
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

233,414

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,777

Total state population of 4-year-olds 67,162 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 190,543

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Not 
comprehensive

No

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 16 Yes 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:8 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

CDA No
2 classes in ECE 

& 24 months 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size 
 (4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds) 5

1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA or CDA + 
12 credits in EC 
(public); CDA + 

12 credits in  
EC (nonpublic)

No
College credits 
& experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
12 clock hours No

1% hours 
worked

Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Connecticut School Readiness Connecticut Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

16% Total state population of children under age 5 202,831

Eligibility and access to program

At least 60 percent of enrolled 
children must have family 
income at or below 75 percent 
of the state median income. 

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 30,726

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

full-day (10 hours)/full-year, 
school-day (7 hours)/school-
year, part-day (2.5 hours)/
school-year, and extended day

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

149,000

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,058

Total state population of 4-year-olds 42,352 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 159,372

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size 
 (4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes

90 clock hours 
and 

3 years 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
33.75 clock 

hours
Yes 18 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

District of Columbia Public School  
Preschool/Pre-K Incentive Program

District of Columbia Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

48% Total state population of children under age 5 34,948

Eligibility and access to program
None; enrollment is limited  
by number of available slots

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 11,362

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
7 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year) 

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

24,034

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 325

Total state population of 4-year-olds 6,448 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 24,136

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3 

(8 domains)
Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

CDA No

High school 
diploma or GED 
and 120 hours 

of training

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 18 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Delaware Early Childhood Assistance Program Delaware Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

8% Total state population of children under age 5 56,692

Eligibility and access to program

90% of enrolled children must 
have family incomes below 
the poverty level and have 
identified disabilities or risk 
factors as established through 
local community assessments

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 11,095

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 3.5 hours/day, 5 days/week
Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

41,896

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 474

Total state population of 4-year-olds 11,073 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 52,048

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum

10 (summer), 18 
(academic year)

Yes Not regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:20 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (summer); 
 CDA or 

equivalent 
(academic year)

No State credential No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
No hours 
required

No 10 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) 
Education Program

Florida Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

57% Total state population of children under age 5 1,122,849

Eligibility and access to program All 4-year-old children eligible Number of children under age 5 in poverty 260,886

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

Determined locally; Programs 
may choose to operate a 
summer program totaling at 
least 300 hours, or an academic 
program, totaling at least 540 
hours. Most summer programs 
are 7.5 hours/day and academic 
programs are 3 hours/day

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

799,480

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 10,371

Total state population of 4-year-olds 219,558 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 778,589

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Georgia Pre-K Program Georgia Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

53% Total state population of children under age 5 702,134

Eligibility and access to program All 4-year-old children eligible Number of children under age 5 in poverty 182,099

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
6.5 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

482,108

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 3,103

Total state population of 4-year-olds 139,258 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 432,858

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
Physical,  

Language/
Literacy4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 36 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:18 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

AA or 
Montessori 
Credential

No Experience No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 10 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.
5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3 

(8 domains)
Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA Not regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:16 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA
CDA credential 

or AA
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA None No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Hawaii Hawaii Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 16,952

Total state population of children under age 5 87,321

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 11,108

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

63,015

Number of licensed child care centers 457

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 31,801

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA
No domains 
addressed

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA Not regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 4 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Idaho Idaho Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 21,703

Total state population of children under age 5 112,963

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 22,715

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

71,488

Number of licensed child care centers 497

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 35,520

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Illinois Preschool for All Illinois Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

27% Total state population of children under age 5 887,605

Eligibility and access to program
Individual programs determine 
criteria for at-risk status 

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 199,509

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent 
in the labor force)

630,637

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 5,545

Total state population of 4-year-olds 176,421 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 472,229

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
30 credits and 

experience
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually

120 clock 
hours/ 
5 years

Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA
Enrolled in 

an education 
program

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Indiana Indiana Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 84,781

Total state population of children under age 5 431,089

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 112,578

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

330,377

Number of licensed child care centers 603

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 209,850

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Iowa Shared Visions Iowa Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

4% Total state population of children under age 5 192,055

Eligibility and access to program

At least 80% of children 
in each classroom must be 
eligible to receive free lunch; 
up to 20% may be enrolled 
based on risk factors.

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 37,823

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
Determined locally; average 
4 hours/day, 4.5 days/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

159,392

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,008

Total state population of 4-year-olds 38,213 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 195,573

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size 
 (4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
4 year olds) 5

1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12

BA (public),  
High School 

Diploma 
(nonpublic)

Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

1:8 No None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually

6 clock hours 
every 5 years 

for public; none 
for nonpublic

No 6 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 None No

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum No limit No 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 No limit No 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes

High school 
diploma/GED 

and observation 
in licensed 
preschools 

or child care 
centers

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
Not specified No 10 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Kansas At-Risk Four-Year-Old Children  
Preschool Program

Kansas Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

16% Total state population of children under age 5 194,100

Eligibility and access to program
At-risk children not eligible for 
Head Start as well as those who 
are eligible but not enrolled

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 44,573

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
At least 2.5 hours per day, 4 or 
5 days/week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

149,221

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Public schools only Number of licensed child care centers 712

Total state population of 4-year-olds 38,213 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 97,425

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Kentucky Preschool Program Kentucky Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

29% Total state population of children under age 5 275,751

Eligibility and access to program
4 year olds from low-income 
families, and all 3 and 4 year 
olds in the state with disabilities

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 85,036

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hours/day plus meal time, 4 
or 5 days/week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

193,872

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,246

Total state population of 4-year-olds 54,030 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 216,590

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 28 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:14 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school  

diploma/GED or 
credential

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually

4 days/year 
for certified 
teachers, 18 
clock hours/
year for CDA 

and AA

Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Louisiana 8g Student Enhancement  
Block Grant Program

Louisiana Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

 6% Total state population of children under age 5 301,375

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Louisiana state pre-K programs 

25% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 110,497

Eligibility and access to program
Children who are considered  
at risk; children from low-income 
families

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

219,092

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
6 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 1,822

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Public schools only Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

Total state population of 4-year-olds 59,532

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes Physical4 See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:16 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually

150 clock 
hours/ 
5 years

Yes 7 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Louisiana LA4 and Starting Points Louisiana Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

17% Total state population of children under age 5 301,375

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Louisiana state pre-K programs

25% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 219,092

Eligibility and access to program 185% below federal poverty level
Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

110,497

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
6 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 1,822

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

Total state population of 4-year-olds 59,532

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes Physical4 See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:16 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
18 clock hours Yes 7 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.
5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes Physical4 See footnote 4

Group size 
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:16 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
18 clock hours Yes 7 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Louisiana Nonpublic Schools Early Childhood  
Development Program

Louisiana Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

 2% Total state population of children under age 5 301,375

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Louisiana state pre-K programs

25% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 110,497

Eligibility and access to program
200% below federal poverty 
level

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

219,092

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
10 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year) 

Number of licensed child care centers 1,822

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

Total state population of 4-year-olds 59,532

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Maine Two-Year Kindergarten Program Maine Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

16% Total state population of children under age 5 70,245

Eligibility and access to program

Schools can voluntarily operate 
Two-Year Kindergarten with 
state funds.  School districts 
can operate the Two-Year 
Kindergarten in schools, or they 
can contract with private child 
care centers or family child care 
providers to provide services. 

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 19,582

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

Program must operate a 
minimum of 10 hours per  
week to receive a subsidy 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

51,904

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 701

Total state population of 4-year-olds 13,860 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 45,515

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Physical, 
Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum No limit No 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:15 No 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school 

diploma/GED  & 
experience*

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
90 clock hours/ 

5 years
Yes 30 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

* Varies by size of center.
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Maryland Prekindergarten Program Maryland Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

34% Total state population of children under age 5 368,199

Eligibility and access to program

All 4-year-olds from 
families with economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
must be offered services

Number of children under age 5 in poverty  46,385

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hours/day (part-day)  
or 6.5 hours/day (full-day),  
5 days/week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

280,657

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers
1,481

Total state population of 4-year-olds 72,974 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 236,233

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes

High school  
diploma/GED, 

90 clock hours 
and experience*

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
6 credit hours/ 

5 years required
No 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

* Varies by size of center.
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Massachusetts Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) and 
Preschool Direct Access

Massachusetts Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

10% Total state population of children under age 5 387,863

Eligibility and access to program

Children from families earning 
up to 100 percent of the 
state median income, with 
priority for those at or below 
50 percent of SMI. Children 
with other risk factors may be 
served at higher incomes

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 64,622

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 to 10 hours per day,  
2 to 5 days per week

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

288,952

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,585

Total state population of 4-year-olds 77,941 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 296,342

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
Social, Physical, 

Language/
Literacy4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

BA (public); 
none 

(nonpublic)
No

College credits 
and experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
20 clock hours Yes 20 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Michigan School Readiness Program (MSRP) Michigan Child Care

Percent of state population of 
4-year-olds served by program  

17% Total state population of children under age 5 638,195

Eligibility and access to program

At least half of children served must have 
family income under 250 percent of state 
median income and at least one other risk 
factor for educational disadvantage;  at least 
2 risk factors if over income threshold

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 154,363

Hours and schedule of operation 
of state pre-k

At least 2.5 hours/day (half-day), 6-7 hours/
day (full-day), 4 days/week; At least 30 weeks 
per year and 300 instructional hours per year 
for part-day programs. School-day programs 
operate 4 or 5 days/week for the full school 
day. Programs may charge tuition if offering a 
fifth day of classes, full-day, or summer

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

470,998

Pre-K offered in child care/
communitysettings?

Yes Number of licensed child care centers 4,830

Total state population of 4-year-olds 129,195 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 370,546

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 18 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds) 5

1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:8 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

BA Yes
College credits 
and experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
12 clock hours No 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Minnesota State-funded Head Start Minnesota Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

2% Total state population of children under age 5 345,250

Eligibility and access to program
90% of children must be at or 
below 100% of federal poverty 
level or receiving TANF

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 59,410

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
At least 3.5 hours/day,  
4 days/week

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

282,085

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,027

Total state population of 4-year-olds 66,336 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 236,025

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size 
 (4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds) 5

1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

CDA or AA No

High school 
diploma, college 

credits and 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours 24 clock hours annually

1.5% of total 
work hours 

degreed staff; 
2% for non-

degreed staff

No
2% of hours  

worked per year
Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Mississippi Mississippi Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 40,867

Total state population of children under age 5 209,457

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 78,993

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

146,308

Number of licensed child care centers 770

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 60,250

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:16 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

NA NA Experience No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours 24 clock hours annually NA NA 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Missouri Preschool Project (MPP) Missouri Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

4% Total state population of children under age 5 386,752

Eligibility and access to program
Programs serving children  
with special needs or from  
low-income families

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 99,426

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

3 hours/day (half-day), 6.5 
hours/day (full-day); 5 days/
week; Calendar determined 
locally, minimum 9 months per 
year but programs may choose 
to operate year-round

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

297,204

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,208

Total state population of 4-year-olds 75,841 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 143,329

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy4

See footnote 4

Group size 
 (4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must  

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

BA Yes None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
22 clock hours Yes 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.
5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 



Pre-K and Child Care Standards at a Glance  >> Comparison on SELECTED Common Standards1

page 67

Montana Montana Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 11,358

Total state population of children under age 5 57,916

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 13,080

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

39,939

Number of licensed child care centers 241

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 28,142

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

NA NA
Three years 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 8 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes Physical4 See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA 

BA Yes Experience No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
12 clock hours Yes 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Nebraska Early Childhood Grant Program Nebraska Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

4% Total state population of children under age 5 127,665

Eligibility and access to program

At least 70% of funding must 
be used to serve children 
meeting at least one of 4 at-
risk criteria

Number of children under age 5 in poverty  25,323

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
3.5 hours/day and 4 days/week 
for part-day and 6 hours/day 
for full-day (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

 
104,988

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 892

Total state population of 4-year-olds 24,523 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 98,136

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Nevada Early Childhood Education  
Comprehensive Plan/Classroom on Wheels

Nevada Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

2% Total state population of children under age 5 183,588

Eligibility and access to program

Eligibility criteria are 
determined locally by program 
grantees; children from low-
income families must be  
given priority

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 33,427

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

2.5-3 hours/day, 4 or 5 days/
week.  Programs must operate 
at least 10 hours/week. 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

 125,033

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 407

Total state population of 4-year-olds 35,739 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 47,184

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks for 
Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains addressed 
in early learning 

standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:13 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

BA Yes None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
5 credit hours/ 

5 years
Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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New Hampshire New Hampshire Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 15,165

Total state population of children under age 5 73,575

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 11,031

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

53,866

Number of licensed child care centers 1,151

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 48,357

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA

NA NA

High school 
diploma/GED, 18 
college credits  
and experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 9 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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New Jersey Abbott Preschool Program New Jersey Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

18% Total state population of children under age 5 558,994

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all New Jersey state pre-K programs 

 25% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 87,758

Eligibility and access to program
Available when 40% of the 
children qualify for free or 
reduced price lunch

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

393,312

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
10 hours/day, 5 days/week; 
funds are available to operate 
245 days/year

Number of licensed child care centers 4,069

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 371,620

Total state population of 4-year-olds 111,697

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3 
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 15 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 2:15 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a CDA 
or AA 

BA Yes CDA, or CCP No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
20 clock hours Yes 8 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.
5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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New Jersey Early Launch to Learning Initiative New Jersey Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

1% Total state population of children under age 5 558,994

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all New Jersey state pre-K programs

 25% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 87,758

Eligibility and access to program 185% of poverty level
Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

393,312

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.75 hours/day (part-day),  
6 hours/day (full-day), 5 days/
week (academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 4,069

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 371,620

Total state population of 4-year-olds 111,697

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes CDA or CCP No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
20 clock hours Yes 8 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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New Jersey Non-Abbott Early Childhood  
Program Aid

New Jersey Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

6% Total state population of children under age 5 558,994

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all New Jersey state pre-K programs

25% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 87,758

Eligibility and access to program
Available when 20-40% of 
children qualify for free or 
reduced price lunch

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

393,312

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.75 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 4,069

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 371,620

Total state population of 4-year-olds 111,697

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 25 No 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:25 No 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent 
nationwide must 
have AA; At least 

one teacher in each 
classroom must have 

CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA No CDA or CCP No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
20 clock hours No 8 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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New Mexico Child Development Program (CDP) New Mexico Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

1% Total state population of children under age 5 141,969

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all New Mexico state pre-K programs

9% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 46,901

Eligibility and access to program
At-risk children who do not 
qualify for other eligibility-
based programs

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

99,005

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 6-9 hours/day, full-week Number of licensed child care centers 670

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 47,542

Total state population of 4-year-olds 27,906

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 None No

Social, 
Language/
Literacy, 
Physical, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum Not Regulated No Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:12 No 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (public), 
45-hour entry-

level course 
(nonpublic)

No
Clock hours in 

ECE
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
24 clock hours No 24 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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New Mexico Pre-K New Mexico Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

8% Total state population of children under age 5 141,969

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program

9% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 46,901

Eligibility and access to program

No income eligibility, but 2/3 of 
the children enrolled in each 
program must live within the 
attendance zone of a Title 1 
elementary school

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

99,005

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

Most programs operate 2.5-3 
hours daily for 5 days/week. 
Programs must provide 450 
hours of classroom instruction 
and 90 hours of parent/family 
activities (academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 670

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 47,542

Total state population of 4-year-olds 27,906

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social, 
Language/
Literacy, 
Physical, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
Clock hours in 

ECE
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
At least 45 
clock hours

Yes 24 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Not 
comprehensive

No

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 

20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 21 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:9 Yes 1:8 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA prior to 
1978, MA after

Yes
High school 

diploma/GED & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
35 clock hours Yes

30 clock hours 
every 2 years

Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

New York Targeted Pre-K New York Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

8% Total state population of children under age 5 1,220,468

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all New York state pre-K programs

35% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 311,382

Eligibility and access to program

All children served must 
be eligible for a program 
specifically for low-income 
families

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

821,866

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

Programs are required 
to provide a minimum of 
12 hours per week and 4 
days per week during the 
academic year

Number of licensed child care centers 3,592

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Public schools only Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 595,261

Total state population of 4-year-olds 241,379

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Not 
comprehensive

No

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 

20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 21 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:9 Yes 1:8 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA prior to 
1978, MA after 
(public); AA or 

CDA (nonpublic)

No
High school 

diploma/GED & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
35 clock hours Yes

30 clock hours 
every 2 years

Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

New York Universal Pre-K New York Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

27% Total state population of children under age 5 1,220,468

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all New York state pre-K programs

35% Number of children under age 5 in poverty  311,382

Eligibility and access to program
All children eligible, with 
selection by random lottery

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

821,866

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hours/day (part-day),  
5 hours/day (full-day),  
5 days/week (academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 3,592

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 595,261

Total state population of 4-year-olds 241,379

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 18 Yes 25 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:9 Yes 1:20 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes

High school 
diploma/GED, 

and a  
NC Early 

Childhood 
Credential

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
150 clock hours Yes 20 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

North Carolina More at Four North Carolina Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

15% Total state population of children under age 5 611,110

Eligibility and access to program

80% of children must be in 
families with incomes at or 
below 75% of the state  
median income 

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 165,794 

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
6 hours/day, 5 days/week  
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

440,454

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 5,035

Total state population of 4-year-olds  121,126 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 480,347

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio 
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA None No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 13 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

North Dakota North Dakota Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 7,550

Total state population of children under age 5 39,556

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 6,882

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

31,888

Number of licensed child care centers 130

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 29,772

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains addressed 
in early learning 

standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains) Comprehensive 1 Not 

comprehensive
No No

Physical, 
Language/
Literacy4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 28 No 28 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:14 No 1:14 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

AA (public); 
CDA (nonpublic)

No
High school 

diploma
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
20 clock hours No

15 clock hours 
until 45 hours 

completed
Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Ohio Public School Preschool Program Ohio Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

3% Total state population of children under age 5 734,735

Eligibility and access to program
Children from families with 
incomes at or below 200% of 
federal poverty level

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 194,467

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

3 and 3.5 hours /day; Funded 
annual operating schedule is 
academic year, but schools 
may choose to operate year-
round

Potential demand for child care (children under  
6 with both parents or a single parent in the 
labor force)

559,979

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 4,303

Total state population of 4-year-olds 146,058 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 426,348

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size 
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 30 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:15 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA/BS Yes
10th grade and 
enrolled in GED

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Oklahoma Early Childhood Four-Year-Old Program Oklahoma Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

68% Total state population of children under age 5 254,718

Eligibility and access to program Universal Number of children under age 5 in poverty 84,185

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hours/day (part-day) or  
6 hours/day (full-day), 5 days/
week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

171,973

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 1,795

Total state population of 4-year-olds 50,261 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 147,640

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (public); 
CDA (nonpublic)

No Experience No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
None No 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Oregon Head Start Prekindergarten Program Oregon Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

5% Total state population of children under age 5 230,660

Eligibility and access to program
80% of children must be below 
100% of federal poverty level

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 54,384

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
3.5-4 hours/day, 3 or 4 days/
week; minimum of 32 weeks 
and 474 hours per year

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

155,474

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 1,389

Total state population of 4-year-olds 46,102 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 95,824

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Pennsylvania  Education Accountability  
Block Grant

Pennsylvania  Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

2% Total state population of children under age 5 724,687

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Pennsylvania state pre-K programs

7% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 168,812

Eligibility and access to program

Children eligible for the 
program 2 years prior to 
kindergarten eligibility; districts 
can determine any other 
eligibility requirements

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

522,196

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 2.5 or 5 hours/day, 5 days/week Number of licensed child care centers 4,824

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 352,310

Total state population of 4-year-olds 143,891

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (public),  
AA (community 

partners)
No

High school 
diploma/GED & 

experience
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
36 clock hours Yes 6 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Pennsylvania Head Start Supplemental  
Assistance Program

Pennsylvania  Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

2% Total state population of children under age 5 724,687

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Pennsylvania state pre-K programs

7% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 168,812

Eligibility and access to program
90% of children must be at  
or below 100% of federal 
poverty level

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

522,196

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 3.5 hours/day 4 days per week Number of licensed child care centers 4,824

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 352,310

Total state population of 4-year-olds 143,891

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitivel4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 2:17 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

CDA, 50% must 
have AA in ECE

No
High school 

diploma/GED & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
Determined 

locally
No 6 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Pennsylvania School Based Pre-K Pennsylvania  Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

3% Total state population of children under age 5 724,687

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Pennsylvania state pre-K programs

7% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 168,812

Eligibility and access to program
School districts can voluntarily 
offer services to 4-year-old 
children

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

522,196

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
2.5 hours/day, 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 4,824

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 352,310

Total state population of 4-year-olds 143,891

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school 

diploma/GED & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
36 clock hours Yes 6 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA

AA and 
experience 
or CDA with 

college credits 
and experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 20 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Rhode Island Rhode Island Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 12,130

Total state population of children under age 5 61,961

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 12,723

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

45,300

Number of licensed child care centers 413

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 30,157

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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South Carolina Half-Day Child Development  
Program (4K)

South Carolina Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

32% Total state population of children under age 5 283,481

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Pennsylvania state pre-K programs

38% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 84,563

Eligibility and access to program

Children who reside in counties 
that offer and are eligible for 
free or reduced-price lunch or 
Medicaid; income must be 185% 
below federal poverty level

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

213,591

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 2.5 hours/day, 5 days/week Number of licensed child care centers 1,635

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

Total state population of 4-year-olds 56,504

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy44

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:17 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school 
diploma & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
6 credit hours  

per 5 years
No 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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South Carolina Child Development Education  
Pilot Program (CDEPP) Access

South Carolina Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

6% Total state population of children under age 5 283,481

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Pennsylvania state pre-K programs

38% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 84,563

Eligibility and access to program
Eligibility requirements are 
based on state-specified risk 
factors and local need

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

213,591

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 6.5 hours/day, 5 days/week Number of licensed child care centers 1,635

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

Total state population of 4-year-olds 56,504

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:17 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (public), 
High School 

Diploma 
(nonpublic)

No
High school 
diploma & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
20 clock hours Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA
No preservice 
qualifications

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 20 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

South Dakota South Dakota Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 10,341

Total state population of children under age 5 54,828

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 12,491

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

45,462

Number of licensed child care centers 424

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 42,396

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:13 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school 

diploma/GED
No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
18 clock hours Yes 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Tennessee Voluntary Pre-K Tennessee Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

16% Total state population of children under age 5 398,252

Eligibility and access to program

Highest priority is given to 
children with family incomes 
below 185% of poverty or 
other risk factors

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 123,671

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
5.5 hours/day plus nap time,  
5 days/week (academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

272,994

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 3,738

Total state population of 4-year-olds 78,724 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 347,603

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum No limit No 35 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 No limit No 1:18 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
High school 

diploma/GED & 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
30 clock hours Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Texas Public School Prekindergarten Texas Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

45% Total state population of children under age 5 1,925,197

Eligibility and access to program

Program is available to 
children who are homeless, 
qualify for free or reduced-
price lunch, or have limited 
English proficiency; children of 
members of the armed services 
who are on active duty or have 
been injured/killed

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 600,365

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

hours/day, 5 days/week; 
districts that receive 
Prekindergarten Expansion 
Grant funding are required 
to operate 6 hours/day 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

1,244,718

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 9,190

Total state population of 4-year-olds 376,580 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 30 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:15 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA
No preservice 
qualifications

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA 20 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Utah Utah Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 47,721

Total state population of children under age 5 247,801

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 39,606

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

139,423

Number of licensed child care centers 354

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Vermont Early Education Initiative Vermont Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

9% Total state population of children under age 5 32,779

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Vermont state pre-K programs

45% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 6,556

Eligibility and access to program 185% below federal poverty level
Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

26,361

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k 3.5 days/week (academic year) Number of licensed child care centers 652

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 34,582

Total state population of 4-year-olds 6,474

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 16 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:8 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes

AA degree in 
ECE or Child 
Development 

or CDA or child 
care certificate 

and 2 years 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually

None (public);  
9 clock hours 

per year 
(nonpublic)

No 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Vermont Publicly Funded Pre-K Vermont Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

36% Total state population of children under age 5 32,779

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Vermont state pre-K programs

45% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 6,556

Eligibility and access to program None
Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

26,361

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
10 hrs/week, but funds may be 
prorated for less than 10 hours 
(academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 652

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 34,582

Total state population of 4-year-olds 6,474

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes

AA degree in 
ECE or Child 
Development 

or CDA or child 
care certificate 

and 2 years 
experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
None No 12 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Not 
comprehensive

No
Social, Physical, 

Language/
Literacy4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 18 Yes Not Regulated No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:9 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (public);  
CDA (nonpublic)

No

24 hours in ECE 
within 1 month 
of employment 
and experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 16 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Virginia Preschool Initiative Virginia Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

13% Total state population of children under age 5 508,965

Eligibility and access to program
Locally-determined risk factors 
such as poverty, homelessness, 
and others

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 86,420

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
3 hours/day (half-day), 6 hours/
day (full-day), 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

364,654

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 3,969

Total state population of 4-year-olds 99,624 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 101,624

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 20 Yes

Staff:child ratio 
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:9 Yes 1:10 Yes

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

AA No
High school 

diploma/GED  
& experience

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 10 clock hours No

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

Washington Early Childhood Education  
and Assistance Program

Washington Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

6% Total state population of children under age 5 408,158

Eligibility and access to program

110% below federal poverty 
level; up to 10 percent of 
slots may be offered to other 
families if they have other risk 
factors

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 83,233

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

2.5 hours per session; 
programs operate 2.5-6 hrs/
day, 3-4 days per week; 30 
weeks/year

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

278,979

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 2,016

Total state population of 4-year-olds 80,822 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 171,529

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (Pre-K only 
programs); 

AA (blended 
programs)

No
Experience  

& high school 
diploma*

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
15 clock hours Yes 15 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 

* Varies by type of center.

West Virginia Public School Early Childhood  
Education Program

West Virginia Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

46% Total state population of children under age 5 104,964

Eligibility and access to program
Programs available in all school 
districts

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 35,561

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
Minimum 12 hours/week, 
maximum 30 hours/week 
(academic year)

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

64,713

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of licensed child care centers 296

Total state population of 4-year-olds 20,911 Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 59,376

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.
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Wisconsin Four-Year-Old Kindergarten (4K) Wisconsin Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

35% Total state population of children under age 5 348,764

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Wisconsin state pre-K programs

36% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 70,226

Eligibility and access to program
All 4-year-old children  
eligible, free

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

290,478

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k

Minimum of 437 hours and 
180 days per year; most 
programs operate 5 days/week 
(academic year)

Number of licensed child care centers 2,598

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 191,776

Total state population of 4-year-olds 68,948

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4 

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum

Determined 
locally

No 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12

Determined 
locally

No 1:13 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA Yes
Clock hours  

in ECE & high 
school diploma

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
35 clock hours Yes 25 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.

4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Wisconsin Head Start State Supplement Wisconsin Child Care

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by program  

1% Total state population of children under age 5 348,764

Percent of state population of 4-year-olds 
served by all Wisconsin state pre-K program

36% Number of children under age 5 in poverty 70,226

Eligibility and access to program
90% of children must be at  
or below 100% of federal 
poverty level

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

290,478

Hours and schedule of operation of state pre-k
Minimum follows federal Head 
Start requirements of 3.5 
hours/day 4 days per week

Number of licensed child care centers 2,598

Pre-K offered in child care/communitysettings? Yes Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) 191,776

Total state population of 4-year-olds 68,948

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks  
for Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 Comprehensive Yes

Social/
Emotional, 
Physical, 

Language/
Literacy, 

Cognitive4

See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum 20 Yes 24 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 1:10 Yes 1:13 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

BA (public),  
CDA (nonpublic)

No
Clock hours  

in ECE & high 
school diploma

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
Not specified No 25 clock hours Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.

2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.
3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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Wyoming Pre-Kindergarten Program Wyoming Child Care

No State Pre-K Program

Total state population of 4-year-olds 47,721

Total state population of children under age 5 247,801

Number of children under age 5 in poverty 39,606

Potential demand for child care (children  
under 6 with both parents or a single parent  
in the labor force)

139,423

Number of licensed child care centers 354

Number of slots in child care centers (all ages) NA

NOTE: All information related to Pre-Kindergarten programs are from NIEER’s The State of Preschool, 2007: State Preschool Yearbook. All population statistics are from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey, and child care capacity reflect 2007 information which were provided by CCR&Rs.

Quality Standard
NIEER 

Benchmarks for 
Quality

Early Childhood Education Settings

Head Start
Department of 

Defense

State Pre-K Program
State Child Care  
Center Licensing

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

State 
Requirement

Meets NIEER 
Benchmark

Domains  
addressed in early 
learning standards

Comprehensive2  
(5 domains)

Comprehensive3  
(8 domains)

Comprehensive 1 NA NA
No domains 
addressed4 See footnote 4

Group size  
(4 year olds)5 20 maximum 20 maximum 24 Maximum NA NA 30 No

Staff:child ratio  
(4 year olds)5 1:10 or better 1:10 or better 1:12 NA NA 1:12 No

Lead classroom 
teacher degree/

qualifications
BA

50 percent nationwide 
must have AA; At 

least one teacher in 
each classroom must 

have CDA

Equivalent to a 
CDA or AA

NA NA
No preservice 
qualifications

No

Ongoing training 
for lead teacher

15 clock hours 
annually

15 clock hours
24 clock hours 

annually
NA NA

30 hours every 
2 years

Yes

1 These standards are selected for purposes of comparison. They do not represent all aspects of program quality. For more details on quality benchmarks and their supporting 
research, please see NIEER’s report, The State of Preschool 2007.
2 Physical well-being/motor development, social/emotional development, approaches to learning, language development, cognition and general knowledge.

3 Language development, literacy, math, science, creative arts, social/emotional, approaches to learning, and physical.
4 The four comparable domains assessed were physical, social/emotional, language/literacy, and cognitive. Data were not available on whether general knowledge and 
approaches to learning were included in program activity requirements.

5 For both pre-K and child care programs, group size and Staff:child ratio benchmarks are those recommended by NAEYC. 
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